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BC 

9,000 BC  

Ice melted at the 

end of the last Ice 

Age, revealing the 

sands of 

Morecambe Bay.  

10,000 BC 

Stone Age hunter 

gatherers active in 

Morecambe Bay. 

Neolithic occupation 

on Heysham Head at 

St. Patrick’s Chapel 

site.  

8,000 BC 

Bones left in Kents Bank Cavern 

near Grange-over-Sands, giving 

us the first clue of when people 

lived in northern Britain.  

Iron Age settlers built a hill 

fort on Warton Crag.   

1400-1700 BC  

Birkrigg Bronze 

Age stone circle 

near Ulverston 

created.  

1st Century – Year 0 to 100 

60AD  

Romans in 

Lancaster area. 

Coins of that era 

have been found.  

79AD  

Roman General 

Agricolo 

crossed The 

Bay.  

80AD  

Roman fort 

founded in 

Lancaster.  
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5th Century – Year 401 to 500 

5th Century  

The Romans left Lancaster.  

7th/8th Century – Year 601 to 800 

7th or 8th Century  

Original foundations of St. Peter’s 

Church in Heysham built.   

8th Century  

Earliest part of St. Patrick’s Chapel in 

Heysham built.  
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10th Century – Year 901 to 1000 

10th Century  

Hogback stone created at St. 

Peter’s Chapel in Heysham, 

marking the grave of an 

important Viking.  

11th Century – Year 1001 to 1100 

1086  

Lancaster called ‘Lancastre’, meaning 

‘Roman fort on River Lune’. 

Ulverston called ‘Ulverstun’ meaning ‘wolf 

warrior’s homestead’ in Viking.  

Bolton-le-Sands called ‘Bodeltone’.  

 

1094 

Lancaster Priory 

created.   
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12th Century – Year 1101 to 1200 

1127 

Furness 

Abbey built.   

About 1150 

Normans built a 

stone keep on 

the castle site 

in Lancaster. 

1189 

Cartmel Priory 

created.  

1193 

Lancaster’s first 

market. 

13th Century – Year 1201 to 1300 

1215 

First mention of a 

bridge over River Lune 

in Lancaster.   

1280 

Ulverston’s 

first market.     
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14th Century – Year 1301 to 1400 

14th Century 

Piel Castle built on Piel 

Island to guard 

Barrow-in-Furness 

against pirates and 

Scots raiders.   

1390 

Last wolf in England 

killed at Humphrey 

Head in Grange-

over-Sands.   

15th Century – Year 1401 to 1500 

About the 15th 

Century 

Arnside Pele 

Tower built.  
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16th Century – Year 1501 to 1600 

1548 

First ‘Guide to the Sands’ 

appointed to help people 

safely cross the sands of 

Morecambe Bay.  

1554 

‘The Sands Inn’ 

built in Hest 

Bank.   

17th Century – Year 1601 to 1700 

1669 

Author William Stout 

started attending 

Bolton-le-Sands 

Primary School.  

1688 

Oldest existing 

house in Carnforth 

built.    

1637 

Bolton-le-Sands 

Primary School 

opened.  
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18th Century – Year 1701 to 1800 

1764 

Explorer Sir John 

Barrow born in 

Ulverston.  

1774 

First time the term 

‘Morecambe Bay’ was 

noted on a map.     

1785 

The Hest Bank to Kents 

Bank sands crossing 

started using a more 

substantial coach which 

held 13 people and heavy 

luggage.     

1787 

Glasson Dock 

opened.  

1795 

Ulverston’s one 

mile canal built, 

giving access to 

the sea for trade.  

 

1797 

Lancaster Canal opened.  

Lune Aqueduct built east 

of Lancaster, to carry 

the Lancaster Canal.  
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19th Century  

1804 

Richard Owens, 

the man who 

gave us the 

term ‘dinosaurs’, 

born in 

Lancaster.  

 

1820 

Hest Bank wharf 

built.  

 

1834 

Ship yard 

built at 

Glasson Dock.   

 

1839 

David Cox 

painted ‘Market 

People Crossing 

the Sands’.  

 

1840 

Beach Lighthouse 

and Lower 

Lighthouse 

opened in 

Fleetwood.  

 

1841 

Fleetwood to 

Knott End 

ferry started 

sailing.  

 

1846 

Iron works opened 

in Carnforth.  

Carnforth Railway 

Station opened. 

Lancaster to Carlisle 

railway opened.  

 

1850 

Monument to Sir 

John Barrow 

built on Hoad Hill 

in Ulverston.  

 

1851 

1735 people 

lived in 

Barrow-in-

Furness.  
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– Year 1801 to 1900 

1852 

First ship sailed from 

Barrow-in-Furness 

ship yard.    

Queen Victoria visited 

Lancaster. 

 

1853 

Stone jetty 

built in 

Morecambe.  

 

1855 

Emily Williamson, 

the creator of 

RSPB, born in 

Lancaster.   

 

1857 

Artist William Woodhouse born in 

Morecambe.  

Charles Dickens visited Lancaster 

and stayed at the King’s Arms Hotel.  

Lancaster to Barrow-in-Furness 

railway finished.  

 

1860 

Stan Laurel, a 

comic actor, 

born in 

Ulverston.   

 

1863 

Building of 

Barrow-in-

Furness docks 

began. 

 

1869 

Central Pier 

opened in 

Morecambe. 

 

1877 

The 475m Arnside 

Railway viaduct 

opened. 

Fleetwood Docks 

opened.   

 

1881 

47,259 people 

lived in 

Barrow-in-

Furness.  

 

1887 

‘Pepper Pot’ 

tower built on 

Silverdale’s 

Castlebarrow 

Hill. 

 

1897 

Winter 

Gardens 

Morecambe 

opened.  
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20th Century  

1901  

Barrow A.F.C 

founded.   

 

1904  

Heysham 

Port opened.   

 

1908  

Fleetwood F.C. 

founded.   

 

1911  

Lancaster F.C. 

founded.   

1920  

Morecambe F.C. 

founded.    

 

1926  

Comedian Eric 

Morecambe 

born in 

Morecambe.  

 

1927  

Happy Mount 

Park opened 

in Bare.    

 

1937  

Lancaster 

becomes a 

city.  

 

1947  

Emlyn Hughes OBE, 

Liverpool and England 

footballer, born in 

Barrow-in-Furness.     
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– Year 1901 to 2000 

 

1963  

Cedric Robinson 

became the 

Queen’s Guide to 

the Sands. 

 

1964  

Leighton Moss became 

an RSPB nature reserve.  

 

1994  

South Lakes 

Animal Park 

opens.      

 

1996  

Scott McTominay, a 

Scotland national team 

and Manchester United 

footballer, born in 

Lancaster.  

 

1997  

Fleetwood F.C. 

becomes 

Fleetwood Town 

F.C.      

 

1999  

The Eric Morecambe 

statue unveiled by 

Queen Elizabeth II.  

Frontierland 

Amusement Park closed.  
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21st Century – Year 2001 to 2100 

2001  

Lancaster 

Millenium 

bridge opened.      

 

2002  

RNLI Morecambe 

introduced ‘Hurley 

Flyer’, an inshore 

rescue hovercraft.        

 

2006  

Barrow-in-Furness 

offshore windfarm 

built.  

 

2011  

The Silverdale Hoard, 

a 10th Century Viking 

treasure trove, 

discovered. 

 

2015  

The Morecambe Bay 

cycle route created. 

 

    

 

2018  

The idea for Eden Project 

Morecambe announced.   

 

2024  

The building of ‘Eden 

Project Morecambe’ 

expected to start.  

 


